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WATCHDOG REPORT 


Shooting dogs on city streets 

RPD fired 217 times at 87 often vicious dogs in last 5 years 


Findings 


■ When Rochester police 
fire their guns, they're aim¬ 
ing at dogs two-thirds of the 
tfme. 

■ Half of atl dog shoot¬ 
ings involve a single shot. 

■ four cut of five dogs 
shot at are pit bulls. 


DAVID ANDREATTA 

sun flw rr fr 

An enraged pit bull charges a 
Rochester police officer strug¬ 
gling to corral him into a patrol 
car. The officer fires his Be ret la 
Up times, emptying the gun, hit¬ 
ting the dog with at Least six 
sliois and lodging a bullet in a 
nearby house. 

The scenario is among dozens 
of dog shootings described in 


vivid detail in weapons discharge 
reports filed by Rochester police 
officers, who more often than not 
are aiming at canines when they 
fire their guns. 

Police have shot at H7 dogs, 
killing 35 and injuring 33, in the 
bine of duly over I he last five 
years, according to a review of 
police reports from 2004 to April 
2009 obtained by the Democrat 
and Chronicle under the Free¬ 


dom of Information law. Some of 
the injured were later eutha¬ 
nized. 

Over the same period, police 
fired at nine people and used 
their guns to kill 36 deer, all of 
them injured before police were 
summoned. Guns discharged ac¬ 
cidentally three times. 

All of the dog shool ings were 
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12A SUNUAY.lt 


I. ULMlKBAT AND CHRONICLE 


"If you’ve already shot 
tie do* two at three time* 
and he can’t get up. how 
times do you 
it?" the «ald. 



But In onk Bee In- 
■lancet did officers come 
Into physical contact with 
the canines they targeted, clalt uld pit built, with 
according to the report!, their vlaelike jsws, ate the 
On* officer wet injured; a breed of choice among 
dog bite to hit right leg re- drug dealer*, who train 
quired 19 stitches the dogt to protect their 



:eri to reapond ti 

_the oeerall cteir request for help 

Animal control’, job 

not enough I raining Diacharge reporta tndi- 
accountability ' tated that police Bred on 

1 the laat live yeara, cogs in aeverai instances 
). with 750 officer., while walling for Animal 
d at 07 dog. - about Service* to arrive on the 
I the number ahol at icene 
r five yean by the Filzgerutd. the director 
100-member force *f Animal Service., said 
„ .he New York City Po- the agency docs not track 
lice Department, which ra response time. Ha offi- 
publiahea a summary cers must comply with 
of firearms discharges traffic laws and its veht- 
annually. ties arc not equipped with 

Rochester police fired tirens. factors that Fill- 
JJ7 shots at 87 dogs, while ferald said nude sense. 
New York City police "I don’t think it would 
fired 452 shots at 177 dogs, le in the best interest of 
The forces had similar cur safety or the public’s 
- accuracy safety to be racing to a 
rates, icocnester police hit icene." Fitzgerald said. "If 
their targets 130 times, or i dog is going to bite, it 
New York City will have bitten before we 
their mark 58 can get there." 
rrcenl ot the time Animal Services had 

New York City's data operated around the clock 
for 2007. the last year sta sntil July 2007. when the 
* made public, overnight shift was 
officers there trimmed to save money, 
j by dogs more Fitzgerald aaid that shift 
than Rochester po- lelded about 10 percent of 


City officers who fired oi 


ItvUllabfo But" 


lubdur people, instruc- 
is on dog shoot- (ion for uting »uch impte- 

°n dogs to largely Lawsuits 

a Rochester-baaed "There I. virtually do _ *<?* •<»*«*»'* Pt«w ?w O fMter Bo ch 

lawyer for the Animal Le- training." Lockwood said 
gal Defense Fund, said an- "When I'm asked to 
ccdotal evidence suggests in and do tn 
such Incidents are --~ 




think folks would be Rochester Esecutive 
alarmed to know how Deputy Chief George 
ay cases of this are go- Marker! said officers arc 



- -tnger and rely 

re targeted, was nearly on their firearms training 
uble the 12 dogs fired and department guidc- 
upon in 2004 but about lines, 
half of the 41 reportedly The training, he said. 
lho( at in 2000. Eight dogs includes teaching i " 
were fired upon in the who open fire f- - 
first four months of 2009 firing —■“ ** 


■IffIRLt De- “W** 

third of the incidents oc- partment since 2000. said ^1.421 
curved while police-—*--*■— 


■ ding two for 

not properly handling ,_, ..JMMj 

■tray animals «f them described an...... 

Of all the dog shootings sontrol officers attempt- 
in Rochester since 2004. bag to restrain a dog be- 
shot by police. 

dog, dub- tcribed animaUontroi of- 
bin* it with his baton. No leers at being on hand 
Rochester officer was dla- luring raids In which po- 

. _ •" aggressive dog. 

iom * snootmgi g un( , though, luggested 

porting role — a standard 
Erika Sanchez, 21, ettl- ipprooch considered pru- 
2 year- Jen! by animal rights ad- 


'Typically, police agen- 
bull in the ciet really want to keep 


rant in which they forced a 

fronted by aggressit _ 

dogs, according to the re- required by st_ 

ports Fiugerald. who teaches pie" 

The dogt were so manic dog bite prevention to the TI 

-**— **■-• public, said he it ia dis- for police to ret 

" -J-C-especially 




a pit bull in the 

>n the stoop of her their animal control. 

cers safe, and when you're 

_ confronting dangerous 

n him pull out the criminals with weapons, 
1 tried to back up it’s up to police to lead the 
and for animal con- 
to help as they can," 
"He really didn't said AdamGoldfarboftho 
it him. but I Humane Society of the 
scared and United States in Washing- 
that's why he did it." ton, DU. 

Sanchez said her neigh- The help often means 
bur's dog was about *5 to -along custody of injured 
10 feet" from the officer Jogs, issuing tickets to 
and growling when the of- negligent dog owners and 
ficer fired. She said she denning up messes, 
took her daughter inaide When police shot and 
the bouse after the shoot- silled a pit bull during a 
tn* -aid on a suspected drug 

The discharge report aouse on Gilmore Street 
' that the dog m 2005, Animal Services 
officer and was brought in to assist, 
ttempted "Animal Control was 
ilh San- Ihen able to remove the 

-Jghtcr in- Jog from the kitchen In- 

the house before fir- Head of leaving a plastic 
•dvo* ing garbage bag for ua to place 

the dog fin) el the curb 
when we left.” a police of- 
. Seer wrote In hia report, 
repealed gunfire outside Animel Services and 
The question of her Springfield Avenue police officials ezplalned 


Reno DiDotnenico. an 
animal cruelty investige 

... _ tor with the Humane So- _ 

at failed to detet clety of Greater Rochester stances 
the dog, the officer and hit and a fotroet Montoe 
colleague fired nine more County sheriff's officer. 

rounds Into Ihe dog's face, said he believed such In- _ 

a -is uaneces- pusher Bed to the tier of 


__. "Each atruction w 

time the dog refused to go tary the house after seeing po- a_ 

down and kepi advancing "They really shouldn't Ike officers storming hit of Animal Bights Ac 

on the entry team. " the re- have to hive training." Di- porch cates of Upstate New ■ 

port read. Domenico said "Their re- The main ittuc isn't to York, who called the tta- 

Siz shots were needed tpontiblUty is to protect much why (poike) are liatirs -shocking--When ing the dog's legs buckle a 

GOP slams Democrats’ climate bill as an energy tax 

H.MSCIMUII said Congress should in- been saying fot weeks can be minimized the GOP plan would pro- among individuals and 

Tut assoctSTtt) IUI.SS stead open the way for that the climate bill being Pence outlined the ai- mote nonfotsil energy businesses" he said. 

WASHINGTON - Re- more domestic oi! and considered in the House ternstive proposal that he use The Republican en- When Pence intro- 

publicans on Saturday natural gat production capping releases of car- and other Republicans un- ergy plan calls for more duced the GOP measure 

slammed a Democratic and case harriers to build- bon diozide and other veiled earlier this week, domestic eiploration for the office of House 

. bill before the House that ing nuclear power plants, greenhouse gates would The GOP plan included oil and natural gat, re- Speaker Nancy Peloai, D- 

sceks to address climate 'During these difficult lead to much higher to no mandatory limits on newed commitment to Calif, called it "the same 

change, arguing that it tiroes, the American peo- ergy costs and accomplish greenhouse gates — clean emission-free nu- tired policies .at 

amounts to an energy tat pie don't want a national little to counter global something that sup- c*-‘- - 

on consumers. energy taz out of Wash- warming if other nations porters of the Democratic i. 

In the COP'S weekly ra- Ington. DU," said Pence do not act as well. The bill argue ia essential to t 

dio and Internet address. Pence reiterated what bill's supporters counter reduce global warming a 

- Indiana Ren. Mike Pence GOP lawmakers have that the increased costs Still. Pence maintains « 


renewable and alteroa- mg new solutions to re- 
re energy technologic build our economy and 
id incentives to spur break our dependence on 
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